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Synopsis

Act |
Messina, Italy 1599

Scene 1 Before Leonato’s house
Pedro and his men visit Leonato and his household after a brief war with his bastard brother, John

Scene 3 In Leonato’s house
John learns of an opportunity to seek revenge upon Pedro and Claudio

Act Il
Scene 1 A hall in Leonato’s house

Revelers attend a party at Leonato’s house

Scene 2 A room in Leonato’s house

John and Borachio scheme to plot against the marriage of Hero to Claudio

Scene 3 Leonato’s orchard
Pedro, Claudio, Leonato and Balthazar trap Benedict into thinking that Beatrice loves him

Act 1l

Scene 1
Hero, Margaret and Ursula trap Benedict into thinking that Benedict lovers her

Leonato’s garden

Scene 2 A room in Leonato’s house

John convinces Claudio and Pedro that Hero is disloyal
Scene 3 A street
Dogberry and Verges command the Watch to keep an eye on Leonato’s house this evening.

Scene 4
Beatrice and Margaret help Hero dress for her wedding

Hero’s apartment

Scene 5 Leonato’s apartment
Dogberry and Verges attempt to explain to Leonato that they have captured a pair of villains outside his
house.

Act IV
Scene 1 A church
All attend the wedding of Claudio and Hero
Scene 2 A prison

Dogberry, Verges, the Watch and the Sexton interrogate Conrade and Borachio in the prison

Act V
Scene 1 Before Leonato’s house

Leonato and Antonio confront Claudio and Pedro. John’s plot is revealed

Scene 2
Benedict woos Beatrice

Leonato’s garden

Scene 3 A tomb

Claudio mourns at Hero’s tomb
Scene 4 A room in Leonato’s house
All is revealed and everyone lives happily ever after. Except John.



Glossary of Terms
Messina: a city of northeast Sicily
Bills: a staffed weapon or pole arm
Bird-bolt: a blunt arrowhead
Squarer: ayoung fighter
Jade: a woman regarded as disreputable or shrewish
Recheat: a hunting horn
Canker: a plant disease
Arras: awall hanging or piece of tapestry
Hundred Merry Tales: a book of jests written by Henry Wykes in 1567
Libertines: one who acts without moral restraint

Poniard: a dagger with a usually slender blade of triangular or square cross section

Antipodes: the exact opposite or contrary

Prester John: a fictitious Emperor of the East whose story was popular in 16" ¢. Europe.

The Great Cham: Khan of the Tartar hordes

Tabour: asmall side drum

Arbour: a shelter of latticework covered with climbing shrubs or vines
Kid-fox: a fox pup

Pleached bower: a lady’s private braided garden

Haggerds of the rock: a wild and worn bird of prey

Limed: to entangle; a method of catching birds

Vouchsafe: favor, prerogative, or privilege

Woo: to sue for the affection of and usually marriage with
Alehouse: atavern

Lechery: lewdness

Rabato: a wide lace-edged collar stiffened to stand high at the back
Carduus Benedictus: Holy thistle

Fain: happily, gladly

Knave: an unprincipled, crafty fellow

Wanton: one who is immoral, lewd, or licentious

Dian: the Greek virgin goddess of hunting and childbirth, associated with the moon
Stale: a prostitute

Impiety: wicked

Maiden truth: chastity

Epitaph: an inscription on a tombstone in memory of the one buried there
Tarry: to delay

Coxcomb: a conceited dandy; a fop

Foining: thrusting with a pointed weapon

Milksop: a man lacking courage and other qualities deemed manly
Girdle: atype of sword belt

Penance: to show sorrow for a sin or other wrongdoing

Epithet: a descriptive term

Guerdon: areward

Weeds: a token of mourning

Countenance: support or approval

Requite: to repay

Enigmatical: puzzling

Ethiope: a person from northeast Africa

Sonnet: a 14-line verse form usually having one of several conventional rhyme schemes

Consumption: pulmonary tuberculosis
Cudgeled: beaten

Nothing.
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